COURSE GUIDE (draft)
	Course title: Urban sociology and documentaries (seminar)

	Course code: 

	Room:

	Lecturer: Flórián Sipos (sipos.florian@arts.unideb.hu)


Course aims:
The aim of the course Urban sociology and documentaries is to introduce students inte the topics, theories, and methods of studying and representing societies developed specifically in urban environment. In the first part of the semester, the focus will be on film portrayals of urban environments with special emphasis on what features of urbanism gained attention in these artistic documentary representations. In the next part of the semester, the main theories of urban sociology are discussed, starting from ecological city model of the human ecology school of Chicago to the development of ghettos and subcultural theories (R. Ezra Park, Ernest W. Burgess, William Isaac Thomas, Louis Wirth) and also to the critical approaches to these deterministic models (Hoyt, Gans, Castells). The third part of the semester dedicated the history of Hungarian urban development and current trends in Hungarian urbanization processes, such as suburbanization, re-urbanization, counter urbanization, etc.) 
Minimum requirements and assigments:
Regular participation to classes (maximum 3 missed classes), one presentation, and one mid-term written exam
Assessments and evaluation: 
Mid-term written exam worth of 50% of the total mark

Final presentation worth of 50% of the total mark
Course overview:

Week 1: Introduction. What makes a city? What is the urban environment?

Week 2: The birth of a genre: documentary. Beginnings of film documentaries: first representations of a societies inside and outside the city. (Nanook of the North, city symphonies)

Week 3: Cinema vérité or direct cinema (The Last Pullmann Car)

Week 4: The predecessors: urbanism and the founding fathers of sociology (F. Tönnies, É. Durkheim, and M. Weber)

Week 5: The beginnings of the American sociology. (A. W. Small, the settlement movement, and the survey movement)
Week 6: The Chicago School and the human ecology (R. E. Park, E. W. Burgess)
Week 7: The Chicago School and the subcultural theory. The ghetto. (C. R. Shaw, A. K. Cohen, L. Wirth)

Week 8: The critics of the human ecological determinism. Further developments in urban theory. (H. Hoyt, M. Castells)
Week 9: Mid-term exam.

Week 10: Cities and towns in Hungary to 1989. (Functional hierarchy of cities to 1945. Settlement policies after 1945. De.ruralization and urbanization. Socialist cities and settlement-class theory.)
Week 11: Urban development after 1989. (Suburbanization, re.ruralization and counter urbanization.)
Week 12-13: Presentations of students.
