Course title: FAKE NEWS AND MEDIA MANIPULATION
Course Code: 
Autumn 2019
Type:
seminar 




Office hour: Monday 5:00 – 6:00 p.m.
Instructor: Attila Zoltán Kenyeres PhD
 
Office: Main Building, Department Of Time and place: 




Cultural And Human Studies, 139. 
Preferably in the evening hours (18-19:40) 

E-mail: kenyeres.attila@arts.unideb.hu

3 ECTS
Number of students: 5-20
Requirements: min. intermediate level English language knowledge (B2)
Course Description
The aim of this course is to help students recognize fake news spreading on social media and distinguish them from real news. What is fake news? How it is created, by whom and for what purpose? What the main characteristics of fake news? What is the difference between fake news media and the mainstream (legacy) media? What are the main types and topics of fake news in Hungary and other countries? The course also aims to demonstrate the ethics of journalism and the news-making process in mainstream media. What manipulation techniques can be used by mainstream journalists (working in television, radio, online or printed newspaper editorial boards) and other staff members (e.g. cameramen, editors etc.) to mislead their audience? The course draws from a variety of Hungarian as well as international examples and case studies, which will be analysed and discussed in order to improve students’ analytical, critical thinking and argumentative skills.  
Requirements: 
1. In-class participation: the class is based on active participation, so students are expected to give their maximum contribution to the activities. 
2. End-term presentation: students are expected to do some research work and create a case study presentation on an example of fake news and/or media manipulation from their home country and present it in front of the class.
3. Class attendance: more than three absences will result in failing the entire course. 

Grading:

The final grade for the course will consist in the following:

1. In-class participation 40%

2. End-term presentation: 60%

GRADING POLICY
	Overall percentage
	Grades

	87-100%
	5

	75-86%
	4

	63-74%
	3

	51-62%
	2

	0-50 %
	1


(N.B. NO GRADE CAN BE OBTAINED UNLESS ALL THE COURSE COMPONENTS ARE FULFILLED)

Schedule

	WEEK
	DATE
	TOPIC

	

1.
	


10/09
	Orientation – Theoretical background 

Definition of fake news 
Definition of mainstream (legacy) media

The filter bubble theory

Fake news quiz on Kahoot

	

2.
	

17/09
	Fake news media vs. mainstream media
Ethics and principles of mainstream journalism

The Hungarian mainstream media system

News-making process in mainstream media vs. creation of clickbait stories in fake news media outlets

Fake news quiz on Kahoot

	


3.
	24/09
	Case studies and examples on fake news
The main types of fake news in the Hungarian social media

Case studies and examples on fake news in Hungary
Case studies and examples on fake news on international level

The sings of fake news – discussion

Fake news quiz on Kahoot

	

4.
	01/10
	Manipulation in the mainstream media – part. 1.
Definition of manipulation

Methods and examples of editorial manipulation in Hungarian media
Examples of editorial manipulations in international media pertaining to Hungary – discussion
Fake news quiz on Kahoot

	

5.
	

08/10
	Manipulation in the mainstream media – part 2. 
Methods and examples of photographical manipulation in Hungarian and international media - discussion
Examples of fake scenes in international TV news – discussion
Fake news quiz on Kahoot

	

6.
	

15/10
	Manipulation in the mainstream media – part 2. 
Case studies of Hungarian and German TV news manipulation pertaining to the migration crisis in Europe in 2015 - discussion
Case studies of manipulation regarding to the climate change in the USA – discussion
Fake news quiz on Kahoot

	7.
	22/10
	NATIONAL HOLIDAY (LONG WEEKEND)

	8.
	29/10
	CONSULTATION WEEK (NO CLASS)

	9.
	05/11
	Manipulation in documentaries – pseudo science documentaries
Definition of pseudo-science
Examples of pseudo science documentaries - discussion

	
10.
	
12/11
	Presentations of the participants 

Presentations and joint discussion

	
11.
	
19/11
	Presentations of the participants 

Presentations and joint discussion

	 
12.
	26/11
	 Presentations of the participants 

Presentations and joint discussion

	
13.
	
03/12
	Presentations of the participants 

Presentations and joint discussion
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