Course title: Discourse analysis and corpus linguistics: theory and methods
Course Code:
Spring 2020
Type: seminar
Instructor: Dr. Paolo Orrù
Time and place: 
Thursdays (14:00-18:00)
Office hour: Wednesday 14:00 – 16:00
3 ECTS
Number of students: min. 15, max. 25
Office: Main Building, Italian Department, 422.5
E-mail: paolo.orru1@gmail.com
Requirements: min. intermediate level English language knowledge (B2)
Course description:

The course serves as a broad introduction to the key concepts and methods of two branches of modern linguistics, discourse analysis and corpus linguistics, and their interactions.

The first part of the course introduces discourse analysis and the different approaches used in the analysis of discourse. Discourse is defined as the study of the organization of language above the sentence level, but also as any manifestation of language in use.

The course will start with a general overview of the phenomena included in the study of discourse, and then proceed on to how several schools have approached those problems. The course explores the ways in which language varies according to subject area, social setting, communicative purpose and the social roles and identities of those involved.

It examines the workings of various forms of speaking and writing - casual conversation, interviews and interrogations, public speaking, emailing and mass media articles. 

The second part of this course will provide a general overview of Corpus Linguistics, focusing on contemporary approaches, but also with a historical overview and an examination of the main theoretical issues in the discipline. Students will be introduced to different perspectives in the corpus-based analysis of language (qualitative vs. quantitative; diachronic vs. synchronic; monolingual vs. multilingual). We will examine examples and techniques for analysis at different levels: morphological, lexical, syntactic, semantic/pragmatic, discourse. Students will be able to understand and evaluate the practical issues regarding data collection, storage, annotation and analysis. Throughout the course students will learn to use some of the most common techniques, tools and software packages in corpus analysis

Requirements: 

1. In-class participation: the class is based on active participation, so students are expected to give their maximum contribution to the activities. 
2. Mid-term performance: students are expected to do some research work and choose a topic for possible investigation and present it to the class.  
3. End-term performance: students are expected to do research work in small groups, write a short essay (aprox. 10 pages in total) and present it to the class. 
4. Class attendance: more than three absences will result in failing the entire course. 

Grading:

The final grade for the course will consist in the following:

1. In-class participation 30%

2. Mid-term performance: 30%

3. End-term performance: 40%
GRADING POLICY

	Overall percentage
	Grades

	90-100%
	5

	80-89%
	4

	70-79%
	3

	60-69%
	2

	0-59 %
	1


(N.B. NO GRADE CAN BE OBTAINED UNLESS ALL THE COURSE COMPONENTS ARE FULFILLED)

Schedule

	WEEK
	DATE
	TOPIC

	
1.
	

02/13
	Defining discourse analysis: 

key concepts, 
history,

methods.


	
2.
	
02/20
	Language meaning and context:
semantics,

pragmatics.

	

3.
	02/27

	Language and variation: sociolinguistics:

history,

methods,

language and identity.



	
4.
	03/05
	Discourse and interaction:
the construction of meaning in interaction,

conversation analysis.


	

5.
	

03/12
	Multimodal discourse analysis:
the materials of visual communication,
approaches to visual communication,

analysing film clips and photographs. 

	
6.
	
03/19
	MID-TERM PRESENTATIONS


	7.
	03/26
	Corpus linguistics: 

key concepts, 
history,
methods.


	8.
	04/02
	How to build a corpus and main techniques of analysis
collecting the data,

preparing the data,

lemmatization, part-of-speech tagging.


	9.
	04/09
	Main techniques of analysis:
concordance lines,

keyword analysis.



	10.
	04/23
	“You shall know a word from the company it keeps”: 

collocations and meaning,
collocational networks,
collocation and grammar.


	
11.
	
04/30
	Tools and software for corpus linguistics:

Wordsmith tool

Sketch Engine.

	 
 12.
	07/05

	Discourse analysis and corpus linguistics:
combining the two perspectives.

	13.
	
05/14

	END-TERM DISCUSSION 


Suggested reading:

(selected chapters provided by the instructor)

Schiffrin, D, (1994), Approaches to Discourse, Blackwell, Malden.

Gee, J. P., (2014), An Introduction to Discourse Analysis: Theory and Method, Routledge, London-New York.
McEnery, T. and Hardie, A. (2012), Corpus Linguistics Method, Theory and Practice, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.

O’Keeffe, A. and McCarthy, M. (2010), The Routledge Handbook of Corpus linguistics, Routledge, London-New York.
