Course title: Who are the Germans and how did they get German? A history of German civilisation

Course Code:
Spring 2019
Type:
lecture
Instructor: Karl Katschthaler 

Time and place: 
Office hour: 
3 ECTS

Number of students: min. 5, max. 35
Office: Main Building, Institute of German Studies, 130
E-mail: karl.katschthaler/at/arts.unideb.hu
Requirements: min. intermediate level English language knowledge (B2)
Course Description
The aim of the lecture is to teach students basic knowledge in German cultural history. The focus is on the history of mentality and science, not literature and art. Specifically German developments in the fields of school, university and science will be presented. The first part deals with the emergence and development of the concept of "Bildung" and its effects on German society. Another focus is on the invention of research and the seminary and thus the origins of modern science, the leading sciences of the 19th century: philology and biology as well as the misuse of history and history in social Darwinism and in the Aryan myth.

Requirements: 

1. Class attendance: more than three absences will result in failing the entire course. 
2. End-term performance: multiple-choice test. 
Grading:

The final grade for the course will consist in the following: end-term performance.
GRADING POLICY

	Overall percentage
	Grades

	87-100%
	5

	75-86%
	4

	63-74%
	3

	51-62%
	2

	0-50 %
	1


(N.B. NO GRADE CAN BE OBTAINED UNLESS ALL THE COURSE COMPONENTS ARE FULFILLED)

Schedule

	WEEK
	DATE
	TOPIC

	1.
	
	Introduction: What is German? What is culture? Why history?

	2.
	
	The beginnings of Germanness

	3.
	
	The rise of German university

	4.
	
	The rise of a new medium: the concert

	5.
	
	The transitional period of doubt: from Newton to Darwin

	6.
	
	The emerge if historicism

	7.
	
	The origins of modern biology in Germany

	8.
	
	The heroic period of German biology

	9.
	
	The third renaissance in Germany

	10.
	
	The invention of research and the Prussian concept of learning

	11.
	
	The misuse of history in German nationalism

	 12.
	
	END-TERM PERFORMANCE 

	13.
	
	Evaluation


Suggested reading:

1. Jason Philip Coy: A Brief History of Germany. Facts On File, 2011
2. Peter Watson: The German Genius: Europe's Third Renaissance, the Second Scientific Revolution and the Twentieth Century. Simon and Schuster, 2010
